Haringey Council

Agenda item: [N 0.]

CABINET On 24" February

Report Title. Urban Environment Fees & Charges 2009/10
Part 2 : Enforcement Services

Report of Niall Bolger, Director of Urban Environment

Contact Officer : Bola Odebiyi Telephone: 0208 489 1285

Wards(s) affected: All Report for: Key

1. Purpose of the report (That is, the decision required)

1.1. This report reviews fees and charges for services administered by the
Enforcement Service.

2. Introduction by Clir Canver, Cabinet Member for Enforcement and Safer
Communities

2.1 This report asks the Cabinet to agree the proposed fees and charges for the coming
financial year for Enforcement Services.

3. State link(s) with Council Plan Priorities and actions and /or other Strategies:

3.1. The review of fees and charges will support the achievement of council priorities
within Urban Environment, particularly making Haringey one of London’s
greenest boroughs and Creating a Better Haringey: cleaner, greener, safer.




4. Recommendations
4.1.That the increases and changes to fees and charges proposed for services
administered by the Enforcement service are approved and implemented from 1
April 2009.

5. Reason for recommendation(s)

5.1. The Council’s external income policy has two fundamental principals: (i)
Services should raise income wherever there is the power or duty so to do; and (ii)
the income should (at least) cover the full cost, including all overheads of the
service.

5.2.The Council’s budget for 2008/9 included pre-agreed savings targets for pest
control of £50k. The service is currently reporting an underachievement that will
be the subject of a further and separate report.

6. Other options considered
6.1. No other options have been included.

7. Summary
7.1.General

In preparing this report the following factors have been taken into account:
Current economic climate

The fees and charges of neighbouring boroughs

The increase in materials and other costs.

Where applicable, the current market rates

VAT implications

Fees and Charges are inclusive of VAT where applicable.

7.2.Prescribed fees — many of the fees for licences reflect charges prescribed or
limited by legislation.

7.3.Mortuary - The new mortuary has been built with funding that includes £500k of
prudential borrowing. This borrowing will be met by an increase in the income
target for mortuary charges of £161k per year, over 20 years. We have
estimated that for 2009/10 this increased target will be achieved by an increase
in charges of 50%. This rate will be reviewed each year to reflect the actual cost
of borrowing for the preceding year.

7.4.Currently the London Borough of Enfield is the only local authority that uses the
mortuary other than ourselves. The proposed charge to fund the prudential
borrowing has been negotiated and agreed with London Borough of Enfield.




7.5. Street Trading — we have consulted all existing licence holders on an inflationary
increase. We have also published a notice in a local paper to confirm this
consultation. No adverse comments have been received.

7.6.Pest Control - revised charging rates were introduced in 2006/7. Changes
reflected the introduction of a market rate for commercial treatments, a domestic
rate based upon direct cost recovery and a new concessionary rate for those on
means tested benefits. A concessionary charge of £15 is payable for pest
control treatments made to domestic clients who are in receipt of income
support, housing benefit or income based jobseekers allowance.

7.7. Treatments are projected to increase by 1000 this year, with the majority of these
being charged at the concessionary rate. We have employed 1 extra temporary
pest control officer and a temporary admin officer to accommodate these
additional treatments, at an estimated cost of £70k. Proposals to address this
increased expenditure and a predicted budget deficit will be the subject of a
further and separate report.

8. Chief Financial Officer Comments
8.1. The proposed fees and charges set out in the appendices are broadly based on
inflationary uplifts of 2% allowing for some roundings to collectable amounts.
VAT in the appendices is charged at the rate of 15% where appropriate. The rate
is expected to return to 17.5% from 1st January 2010.

9. Head of Legal Services Comments

9.1.The Head of Legal Services has been consulted in the preparation of this Report
and makes the following comments.

9.2. The Head of Legal Services confirms that there are no legal implications arising
out of the principle contained in the recommendations at paragraph 4 of the
Report. However, due to insufficient time, it has not been possible to verify the
accuracy of the legislation referred to in the appendices to the Report.
Accordingly, the Head of Legal Services will circulate an updated comment prior
to the meeting on the 24™ of February 2009.

10. Head of Procurement Comments —[ Required for Procurement Committee]
10.1. N/A

11. Equalities &Community Cohesion Comments

11.1. The proposed increases reflect minimal increases to reflect inflationary
increases only. There should be no new impact arising from these changes.




12. Consultation

12.1. Street Trading licence holders are currently being consulted on the proposed
changes.
12.2. Enfield Council has been advised of the proposed mortuary charge changes.

13. Service Financial Comments
13.1. The proposed new changes here will cover inflationary increases only.
Proposals to address this increased expenditure in pest control and a
predicted budget deficit will be the subject of a further and separate report.

14. Use of appendices /Tables and photographs

14.1. The fees and charges proposed are detailed in Appendices to this report
covering the following services administered by Urban Environment:

Enforcement (Appendices A to E)
- (A) Pest Control services

B) Miscellaneous

C) Street Trading

D) Exhibition Licences

E) Gambling Act 2005

- (
- (
:
- (F) Licensing Act 2003

15.Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985

15.1. The Council’s Financial Planning 2009/10 to 2011/12
15.2. The Council’s External Income Policy
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